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of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 • 03 This communication is responsive to 09/1 9/05 . 

2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8.25-33.35-43 and 45 . 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Receipt of Applicant's Amendment, filed 09/19/2005 is acknowledged. . 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. Claims 1-8, 25-33, 35-43, 45 are allowed, now renumbered as 1-27. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The present invention is directed to an improved method and apparatus for creating a 

snapshot of a file system. A record of which blocks are being used by a snapshot is included in 
the snapshot itself, allowing effectively instantaneous snapshot creation and deletion. 

Claims 1, 26, 36 identify the uniquely distinct feature of "generating a summary map by 
performing a logical OR operation with at least one said copy of said active map included in said 
consistency point". 

The closest prior art, Sekido et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,31 1,193), shows a substantially 
similar method for creating snapshots holding the contents at a specific point in time for each of 
the nonvolatile storage devices and stores the created snapshot into the corresponding 
nonvolatile storage device. The configuration makes it possible to create snapshots effectively 
without any modification to application programs or a file system. However, Sekido et al. fail 
to anticipate or render the above-cited limitations obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance". 
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Conclusion 



5. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Miranda Le whose telephone number is (57 1) 272-4 1 12. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene, can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax number to this Art Unit 
is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




Miranda Le 
September 29, 2005 



